Transportation and Circulation

Introduction

C o h a dransportatson network is multifaceted, and includes roadwagsnuter rail service
off-road paths and trails, sidewalks, apdrking. In addition, ferry service to Boston, located in
Hingham, is a popular commuting option for many Cohasset residents.

As part of the master planning process, the Town has hosted several forums, primarily designed to
solicit public feedback on a riaty of topics. A kickff forum held on February 28, 2018 and a

second forum was on May 9, 2018 provided opportunities specifically on transpenmtidiea

issues. Major themes included: the need for multimodal connectivity (pedestrian andbicycle) t

the train station, as well as sidewalks in other areas throughout Town; increased education about
private ways; and improving safety throughout the Town for all modes of transportation.

Key Findings
1 Route 3AistheofTwn s most | mp or hdanurticipal forés dowegonstruct St at e
the roadway will result in it being safer and more comfortable for vehicles, pedestrians,
and cyclists.

1 Although driving is thmost commaneans of commuting to work, a higher percentage of
Cohasset residents use pubiansportation (commuter rail and ferry) than in the South
Shore Coalition subregion and the MAPC metropolitan Boston region

1 The top transportation nee@s cited by participants in the Master Plan publout
processrelate to pedestrian improvemsnincluding new sidewalks, crosswalks, and other
facilities that improve pedestrian safety.

1 The high number of private roadways throughout the Town has created unigue challenges.
Cohassethas developed a policy related to private roadways and shouldmoato
improve the mechanisms izaintenance andperations.

Existing Conditions

Roads

Cohassethas 53 miles of roadways throughtmn a fifth of which are privately owned. (See

section below for a detailed discussion of issues related to privatadoroadways) Vehicle

access to, from and within Cohasset is critic
appeal as a highly desirable residential community.

C o h a gysograpbislocationabutting the ocean to the east and Wampat8tkte Park to the
west,in many ways isolates the community from the larger regional highway n€uoluakset

village is approxmately eight milekom Route 3 and then a furtheixmiles to-B3. As a result,

Route 3Aa statemaintained roadwayis an important arterial road, traversing Cohasset from

the Hingham line southScituate Ths heavily travelectorridorcontains most of the commercial
activities in Town including two shopping centers with supermarkets, gas stations, car sales, and
other retail and business facilities.
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Roadway maintenance is a challenge for any community. Harsh New England winters, combined
with an increasing scope for roadway improvemenish aadditional sidewalks and bicycle

facilities can put a strainona ma | | abilitg tow adégsiately maintain its roadways.
Assumingaintenance is performed at a-4/@ar interval for public ways, Cohasset should be
resurfacing (ad minimuin2.5 miles per yearOver the past five years thEown hasllocated

approximatly $200,000 in operating budget to repair roadsupplementinthe approximately

$215,000 (2019 amount) o&dditionalfunds available from its annual State Aid Appropriate

(Chapter 90) TheTown has inventoried alf itsroads and haslevelopeda plan o prioritize

roadway maintenance; howevewen the approximately $415,000 ifinndinghas not been
adequate to properly maintain the Townds road

Roadway Function@llassification

Figurel depictsCohasset 6s roadways by f uluoctionadnal <cl ass
classification defines the character of services that a particular roadway is intended to,provide

e.g., how many vehicles it is designed to carry and what type of connectioraltiseimtended

to make Arterials provide the highest level of mobility and the greatest vehicular speeds for the
longest uninterrupted distances. These are broken down irgategbries (principand minor),

based upon their access level, speed, etd essence, arterials are th
roadways. On the other end of the spectrum are local roadways. Local roadways provide

access to residential areaad connect to higher order roadwdy®etween arterials and local

roadways are ollectors Collectorsre roadways thatcollecbtraffic from the local roadway

network and distribetthem to the arterial system. Examples of a principal arterial and collector

are shown in the photos below.

Route 3A (Chief Justice Cushing Highw#ye imajor roadway (classified as a principal arterial)

that traverses Cohasset northwest to southeast. North Main Street and South Main Street are two
other important roadways (minor arterials), which are partially parallel to Route 3A and pass
through th village. There are several eastest roads (minor arterials) Beechwood, Forest/King,
Pond and Sohier which bring traffic from Route 3A to various parts ofGamrecting and

bisecting these roadways al@wver volume, local roadwaylead-end streets athcutde-sacs.

INote that that ol ocal roadwaysé in this functional cl a
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Examplesf a principal arterial (left) and collectc
(right) in Cohasset
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Roadway Functional Classification

Cohasset Master Plan
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Figurel: Cohasset Functional Roadway Network

Privatelyowned roadways
Over 20% or approximately 12 milesfCohas s et 0 s

roadwa yBecauwmse e

private ways are owned by residents and not the Town, the Afasvonly been ableffer snow
plowing(for private ways with three or more housh# to safety consideratiari®esidents living
along a privde roadway are responsible for funding the repaving or reconstruction of these
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roads. Residents often do not realize that they are living on a private road, as there may be no
visual difference between a private and public local road.

In February 2018the Board of Selectmen adopted a policy to clarify procedures for repairing

privateroads.The new policy offers a definition of 0
help the Town assess how much assistance (if any) it can offer to resatkogsaghests a
opat hway to public wayo for qualifying roads,

grade, and drainage.Asit is a policy and not a byaw, the Town has more flexibility in how it is
implemented and making adjustments, as necedsargxample, the policy states that 8086
abutters must be in favor of a project; however, that number could potentially be altered as the
system matures he new policy allows the Town to decide how much to contribute to each
proposed projectWithinsix months of completion of the repairs, the Project Manager shall
calculate the actual cost of the repair and send a list of the final apportioned shares for each
abutter and/or beneficiary to the Cohasset Board of Assessors. Shares will be apportioned
equally anong all beneficiaries/abutters. Figure 2 depicts the roadway jurisdiction in Cohasset.
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Figure2: Cohasset Roadwayrisdiction
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TrafficVolumes and TraffiSafety

Traffic management is important to the success of any community. CGokatigedeals with
issues that many communities &ataffic volume high vehicle speeds, parking, and issues of
safety for pedestrians and cyclists.

MassDOTaintains trafficaunts for many roadways throughout the state. In Cohasset, as
expected, Route 3A has the highest average daily traffic (ADT) volumes within the Town of up to
20,000 vehicles (according 2014 Boston MPO study).

Understanding where crashes occur can helpawea prioritizevhere it should use its funding to
make safety improvements for all users of the rdac2015, Cohasset had 151 traffic accidents,

73 of which were either along Route 3A or at intersections with it and another roaSafayy

issues altg Route 3A were underscored at the February and May public forum, where residents
expressed safety concerns along Route 3A at Sohier, Beechwood, and Lower King streets.
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2015 Cohasset crash locatioAs While Route 3A should be the highest focus for

Route 3A 73 addressing traffic safety concerns, other roadways

King Street 17 in Town also require attention, primaking Street

Beechwood Street whichhad the second highest number of crashes with

Jerusalem Road 17. The remaining 61 crashes were spread among

South Main Street a number of streets, includiAgantic Avenue (4),

North Main Street Beechwood Street (7), Jerusalem Road\@ih

A0

Sohie_r Street Main Street (5)Sohier Street (4), anBouth Main
Atlantic Avenue Street (6)

MassDOT also maintains a database of top crash location clusters that are within the top 5% in

the region, based on factors such as crash incidence and severity (Highway Safety Improvement
Program or HSIP). These HSIP locations are broken down byetcdar, pedestrian, and

bicycle. While Cohasset does not have any HSIP locatiorehfolles or pedestrians, Route 3A

at Beechwood Street is an HSIP cluster for bicycles. This high crash location had 46 crashes
between bicycles and vehicles betw@806 and 2015, six of which resulted in injuryrhus, this

|l ocation should be part of the Townds focus w

Transit

Public transportation plays a vital role in providing Cohasset reswigméeccess to Boston. The

commter rail and ferry (located in Hingham) allow hundreds of Cohasset commuters to avoid
roadways, such as Rout& & key nortksouth corridor in the south shoR®ute3, and F93,

which are gridlocked duringrushhourn addi t i on, t dnects MiBghatharsd 714 b
Hull, passing through north Cohasset.

Commuter Rail

The MBT/&reenbustine provides access witliohassetvith 12 inbound andl2 outbound

trains ech weekday, and &1 each direction on weekends. The line provides docgg&ntown
Boston (South Station) in approxtehad5 minutes with stops along the way at UMass Boston,
Quincy Center, and in Weymouth and Hinghetma. popularail service has more than 300 daily
boardings at Cohassstatior? Cohasset Station has 410 parking sssmcuggesting ample
parking availability for commuters.

2 Crashes incidents are reported on thadway where they occurred. The data does not always include whether
the crash occurred at an intersection. For example, of the 17 crashes that occurred on King Street, only one was
reported as having been at thetersection with Route 3A, but others may have been.

3 ACS 20122016
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Train platform aCohassebtation

Ferry
Even more popular with Cohasset residents is the MBTA ferry from Hingham Shipyard, which had

368 daily boardingsby its resident$ The trip take®etween35 minutes and an hour (depending

on stops) Although longer and more expensive than the commuter rail, many ferry users find the
experience far preferable to driving or taking the train, which can become extremely crowded.

In addition, the ferry hasagis at both Long Wharf and Rowes Whavhich may be closer to

commut erds place of employment than South Sta

MBTA ferry at Hingham

Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities
For decades roadways were considered primarily the domain of vehicles, espesiatiyrban
communities. Recently, however, many communities have shifted priorities to considering and

4 ACS 20122016
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incorporating the needs not only of motorists, but also those dftpads and even more
recentlybicyclists. Providing adequate facilities for pedestrians and bicyclists is critical to
ensuring the safety of these wusers. 't is al
and more people expect the places they live, work, and recteaie be owal kabl e. 6

Bike rack a€ohasse$tation

Sidewalks

As with many New England towns, as roads adapted to accommodating motor vehicles, they often
came at theexpense of other forms of mobility. Consequently, a number of roadways in Town lack
sidewalks, most conspicuot@lyoutesconnecting schoalsd other minor roadways. Residents also
noted the need for connections to the train statidhere sidewalkslo exist, they vary greatly by
location. In general thellage area haswellmaintained sidewalks at least five feet wide with

granite curbing on both sides of the stre@ther locations often have narrower sidewalks only on

one side of the street.e8 Figure 3for a map of sidewalk locations throughout Town.
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\{ﬁidewalk Availability Map

2 22 [FE &5
ol B *az«

‘ /
MAF"%

0 0 015 03

T iorm asion depited om S map n far plaieg purssess sy
et sdagusts for lgel bouwnda ny defrifon, regdaten

Pesrprassien, s poreslleve] e b

0.6 Miles

Do Sourcos MAPC, MawTiE, SMomDO T Town of Duxb oy

Dmsze Fos sy 301 5

Figure3: Town of Cohasset sidewalk availability
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Bicycle facilities

Bicycle use is permitted on all streets within Cohasset, and many roadway corridors are popular for
onroad cyclingHowever, there are currently no-ad bicycle lanes or facilities within the Town.
Providing safe ostreet facilities for cyclists is extremely important, above all for improving safety.

As noted above, Rite 3A at Beechwood Street ihegh frequencygrash locatiofor bicycles,

meaning it is in the top five percent of crash locations for vehicles and bicyclists in the MAPC region.
Encouraging biking can also reduce vehicul ar
alternative to accessig t h eschbasohadset Villagdarbor area, beaches, parks, and other
points of interest.

Bicyclist traveling aloi@phassebadway

Multtuse paths
The Whitney Spur Rail Trains from East Street by the Cohasset commuter rail statioh.8outh

miles into Wompatuck State Park. Near and within the state park are numerous walking trails.
Wheelwright Park also contains a number of walking p&lgethe Open Spaceand Recreation
chapter for additional information.

Entrance and trail alokghitney Spur
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